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in the country at large, and also a numerical majority
in the majority of the cantons.

An ordinary federal law which has been voted on
by the people can come into force as soon as the bare
majority of the Swiss electors accept it, without any
reference to the fact that the electors in the majority
of the cantons may have rejected it. For instance, the
law on marriage of the 24th of December 1874 only
obtained a majority in nine and a half cantons, but
in the whole country it obtained 213,199 votes to
205,069. In the same way, the bankruptcy law passed
on the 17th November 1889 by a majority of 26,396
votes, although it only obtained a majority in eight can-
tons. The argument used to justify the disregard of
the cantonal vote in the case of ordinary laws is the
following: By the constitution certain powers have
been given over to the central government, and this
surrender has been made with the assent of the
majority of the cantons. By that act of cession the
cantons have lost their right to interfere in these
matters, or in the legislation affecting them. The
supporters of the cantonal sovereignty answer this
argument by reasoning as follows: The Confederation
is a community. There can be no question of any
individual surrender of powers, when they belong to
the community as a whole. It is inherent in the
very idea of a confederation that those who compose
the community should be able to make themselves
heard on all questions.